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Meeting Summary 

 
I. Introductions and Previous Meeting Summary 
 

The meeting began at 1:05 pm with introductions from attendees (see attached sign-in sheet).  All present 
received a copy of the agenda and a figure depicting the Alamos Canyon area with potential crossings (see 
figure A4 from the LSA 2004 Wildlife Corridor Assessment Report). 
 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/aboutdist7/projects/wildlife_corridor/Wildlife%20Corridor%20Assessment%20Report.pdf 

 
II. Work Plan Objective Number 2 – SR-118 area map development 
 

Kally McCormick gave an update on the map and database development from Parsons.  The consultant is  
preparing a draft version of the hard copy map and the files for the database are being created.  He will add  
the 2005 SCAG land use data when it is available around August 1.  Kristeen Penrod can also send South 
Coast Wildlands data to Parsons (Michael.Richey@parsons.com).  The group discussed the availability of 
all compiled data.  Caltrans can store the data and it can be publicly accessible.   

 
III. Overview of SR-118 Crossings near Alamos Canyon from Previous Studies and  
IV. Discussion of Additional Crossings to Consider 
 

Fiona Nagle gave an overview of the Alamos Canyon region from the LSA 2004 Wildlife Corridor 
Assessment Report.  We discussed the existing Alamos Canyon west twin culverts, the Alamos Canyon 
Road undercrossing, and the Alamos Canyon east culvert.  Three standard questions were addressed: 
1. What crossings are needed to maintain viable connections for the focal species? 
2. What are the current and proposed land uses near potential crossings? 
3. What funding cycles and sources are available for crossing improvements? 

 
Discussion of Question 1: 

One quality major undercrossing with associated open habitat would likely suffice for the design 
linkage in this area (research recommends a major structure every 2 kilometers).  The existing west  
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culverts are in the best ecological location for a crossing structure, however these are currently not prime 
crossings.  The west culvert potential crossing is also the best choice for funneling wildlife under the 
railroad.  New crossings further west of the culvert would be effective, however they would likely cost more 
than a retrofit of the twin culverts.  The western area is also favorable, as the areas further east of the canyon 
east culvert show higher human usage (disturbances and developments).  It is important to focus on 
providing optimal characteristics for successful crossings rather than becoming too focused on a particular 
proposal.   

 
With improvements, focal species could use the west twin culverts.  Other focal species, such as 

deer, could also use the canyon undercrossing more easily if minor improvements such as native planting 
and old roadbed removal are implemented.  It was suggested that various organizations (California Native 
Plant Society or Resource Conservation District) could focus on restoring the undercrossing and the 
Wildlife Corridor Working Group could work on other major crossings.   

  
 Discussion of Question 2: 

The group discussed the land use barriers (railroad, development) that species may reach after they 
cross SR-118.  If species use a crossing through SR-118 they may try a direct route immediately south 
through the railroad rather than making a large westward turn.  Crossing improvements could be made 
adjacent to the RV park and industrial area located south of Alamos Canyon/SR-118.  If future development 
closes off these potential crossings, Alamos Canyon crossings could be used, however a different crossing 
at the railroad would still be needed in some area. 

 
The Working Group should formally comment on and track all projects that could have changes on land 
use/zoning.  To assist in this and in other decision-making cases, assessor parcel numbers could be mapped 
to track projects that may impact linkage design. 
 
The City of Simi Valley is working with SMMC on a proposal/application for the parcel east of the RV 
storage area (south of Quimisa Dr.). 

  
 Discussion of Question 3: 

Transportation Enhancement (TE) grants are programmed with the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP).  The application time frame is August to December.  Environmental 
Enhancement Measures (EEM) are still available; applications are submitted in November.   

 
There is a technical advisory group that provides input to VCTC when applications for grant money 

go before the Commission.  The application can be made stronger by having a local partner as a co-
applicant.  There are some state funds available.  The state share of interregional money is larger than that 
of the regional dollars.  There can be a general regional cap of $100,000-300,000; can go higher if the 
project is viewed very favorably.   

 
 
V. Update for Related Area Projects  

• Kristeen will mail out hard copies of the new South Coast Wildlands Santa Monica-Sierra Madre 
Connection Report to members of the group.   

• The proposed 262 acre Belcaro development identified by the 2004 LSA study is no longer planned for 
the Alamos region.  

• The City of Simi Valley is currently working on the General Plan update.  There are talks of proposals 
for industrial and residential uses near Alamos Canyon. 
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• Liz Chattin and Kally McCormick are participating in the Open Space Working Group for SCAG’s 

creation of a new Open Spaces and Habitat Chapter of the Regional Comprehensive Plan.  WCWG 
recommendations should be incorporated into the Plan as appropriate. 

• Liz Chattin and Dan Klemann presented the proposed zoning change in the Tierra Rejada Greenbelt 
area.  Change could be precedent setting with potential for 100 new lots in the future.   

• National Park Service continues to work with others on a recreation/wildlife corridor through Alamos 
Canyon, Tierra Rejada, land near the Reagan Library, and southward. 

 
VI. Action Items  

• Caltrans will create a plan outline to help address short term vs. long term goals, options/priorities, 
jurisdictions, longevity of group, etc.   

• Caltrans (Ron Kosinski) will send a letter from the WCWG to the Director in Simi Valley to get the 
group on the distribution list for document review.   

• Caltrans will continue working with the Parsons on the GIS information. 
• As group members become aware of distribution lists, please be sure to provide the WCWG contact 

information so we can receive project updates.  Feel free to give them the following address and 
Caltrans will get the information out to the group: 

 
California Department of Transportation 
Environmental Planning, Attn: Kally McCormick 
100 South Main Street, Suite 100 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3712 

 
VII.    Future Meeting and Meeting Frequency 

The next meeting is planned for Wednesday, September 6, 2006 at the Simi Valley Government Center 
Community Room from 1:00 to 2:30pm. 

 
Now available! The new Caltrans Wildlife Corridor Database: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/divisions/oep/118corr/index.php 


